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he recommends to us: but it is observable tlnxt his argu-
ment is defective in an essential part; for though ho affirms
that the armies which were defeated had fewer ollicora than
the enemy, he has neither shown, nor attempted to show,
that the want of officers occasioned the dcfoat, or that tho
loss would have been prevented by a greater aumhor.

These instances, therefore, can bo of no effect on tho do-
termination of the present question ; for though it is certain
that at Germany, and at other places, armies with finv
officers have lost the battle, it in not less common for thowe
troops that are more liberally supplied, to bo overthrown
by others which are differently modelled.

With regard, air, to the troops of Germany, I have*
heard them praised, in many parts of Europe, UH not iwfo-
riour either to those of France, or of any other nation, and
have been informed, that their ill success, both tit Parma
and Guastalla, may be justly imputed to other causes than
the want of officers

There has, perhaps, sir, seldom been an example of firm-
ness, discipline, and resolution, beyond thut which wtw
shown by the Germans at the action of Parma, whew they
attacked the trenches of the French, sustained the fire of
the ramparts of the city, and though they lost their corn*
mander-in-chief and two others, towards the beginning of
the action, they continued the fight for eleven hours*, and
at last retired only at the approach of night*

At Guastalla, sir, they attacked the French in thoir

trenches, even with forces inferiour in number, HO fur woro

they from any diffidence in the form of their establishment;

and after a fight of seven hours, in which their IOBS W&B,

under all their disadvantages, not greater than that of thoir

enemies, they retreated to their former cump unmolested

and unpursued.   The French, sir, were preserved in both

these battles, not by the number of their officers, but by thoir

situation, by woods, cassines, ditches, and intrencbmente*

Nor do I discover, sir, what cau be inferred from his

observation of the influence of example in time of action,

but that officers should be selected with great care, and

not be promoted by favour, or interest, or caprice; for an